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Annual Meeting ��

Note from Pastor Kim ��

Stewardship & Retreat ��

It’s a Christmas Party ��

Christmas Pageant News ��

Salvation Army ���

Chestnut Mountain ��

Stewardship Updates 
Contact Information 
Prayer Corner  

	��

Men’s Retreat 
Men’s Luncheon 

	
�

Spiritual groups 		�

Schedules 	���	��

General Calendar 	��

Youth Ministries ��

Traditional Service 8:15 am  

Educational Hour 9:15 am-10:15am 

Contemporary Service at 10:30 am �

����������	
  

Every year at this time, without fail, people make New 
Year resolutions. I can say this with confidence because I am at 
least one of those people who religiously make New Year reso-
lutions.  My resolutions vary as the weather varies, some years 
focusing on exercising more and eating healthier while other 
years the focus leans toward spending more time with God, fam-
ily and friends. 

While my intentions are always good, by the time the New 
Year is well on its way, those New Year resolutions I made it 
January seem to fall by the wayside.  I use to worry about it, feel 
bad, promising myself that I would work harder at keeping them 
but no more!   

It has taken me years to figure out why my failure rate is 
so high when it comes to New Year resolutions until I recognized 
that I was setting myself up for failure.  When one makes a 
promise, oath, or vow, which is what a resolution is, there must 
be tenacity behind that promise.  There must be resolve, deter-
mination, perseverance, and faith behind the promise.  There 
must be a reason to make the promise not just the beginning of 
a New Year unless, of course, the resolution is made in tandem 
with determination, perseverance, and faith in anticipation of the 
New Year, and new beginnings. 

A new beginning in the life of the Christian community is 
celebrated on Epiphany, January 6, a day that marks the revela-
tion of God in the Christ child.  It is a day where we humbly 
acknowledge that God revealed God’s self to us in the form of a 
child, dependent upon others to care for, nurture, and raise this 
child so that we might have life anew.  It is an amazing gift that 
God has given to us, one filled with promises of new beginnings 
and new life in Christ. 

It is because of God’s revelation of God’s self in the 
Christ child that I will continue to make New Year resolutions.  In 
the year 2012, my resolution will be to walk beside God’s people 
through the joys and struggles of life, to seek ways to serve the 
communities in which I live, work and play, and  to live life to-
gether with the sure and certain knowledge that God accompa-
nies me in my resolution. 

 
Happy New Year! 



���

�


�������������
����������������
������
�����������������������

1808 Miller Road   Website: www.livingwaterschurch.com 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014  lwsecretary@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Carol S. Gates   pastorlw@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 815.455.2424  Fax: 815.455.0351 
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Living In Faith Together: Labyrinth Experience 

   
 A labyrinth is a walking meditation or path for prayer.  
A large, circular design with roots in ancient Christian 
practice, people walk a labyrinth as a way to explore a 
deeper relationship with God. Walking a labyrinth can be 
especially meaningful for those who find it hard to pray 
while sitting still in silence, or who are curious about 
other ways to pray and other ways to experience God’s 
presence in our lives.  
 On Saturday, January 28, Living Waters will host a 
Labyrinth Mini-Retreat for adults (high school and up), 
followed by a Labyrinth Experience for families and 
children of all ages. The retreat will begin at 9am and end 
at 2pm. The Labyrinth Experience will go from 2-4pm. 
Mark your calendar now and look for more information in 
the Wave and Splash. 
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Women’s 2012 Retreat “God the Potter ” Presale 
Presale for Christmas gifts for the 2012 Women's Retreat 
“God the Potter-serving God and others”. We will ponder time 
with God and each other, realizing that we are all broken, but 
we can shine through that brokenness with God’s love! The 
dates will be Friday April 20th beginning at 7:00 pm – ending 
formal activities on April 21st at 3:00 pm and an optional   
second night from April 21st-22nd with a worship service on 
Sunday morning. We will be staying at Bishop Lane Retreat 
Center n Rockford, Il.  We will presell tickets on  December 
4th and 18th for either the one night for $100 (which includes 
individual room with double bed and breakfast and lunch on Saturday) or the two nite for 
$175(additionally includes room 2nd night and dinner Saturday evening and breakfast on 
Sunday morning) We can  make a certificate for you to present to whomever you are buying 
for (if it is a Christmas gift).  

Questions contact either Heidi Naumowicz heidi.naumowicz@gmail.com or Mary Ann Dahlke 
at lwyouth@sbcglobal.net. You may also view Bishop Lane at  www.bishoplane.org. 
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A huge thank you to all those who participated in the Christmas Pageant December 11th! 
From narrators to animals, innkeepers to stars, from angels and singers and wise men and 
drummers to Papa and Mama and children, from stagehands to videographers to sound board 
and video streaming – everything worked together beautifully to tell the story of Jesus’ birth 
in an unforgettable manner. A special Thank You goes to Sue Forner and Annette Robbins, 
the faithful coordinators of this pageant! Merry Christmas to you all. 
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2011 Salvation Army Giving Tree 
 

Once again our Living Waters family helped make Christmas wishes come true. 
We collected  approximately 280 gifts, valued at around $3500.00.  
We also gave 19 gift cards with a value of $960.00.    
I put up about 235 tags, it looked like there were a lot of tags left on the tree, but many people brought 
in gifts but did not take tags. That was great as we did bring in over 281 items of clothes, games, 
books and toys.  
I am so honored and proud to be a part of the Living Waters family.  
God Bless you all and a very Merry Christmas and a blessed new year.  
Terri Brent  



���

�

 Coffee with Christ 
Coffee with Christ for senior high - coffee (hot chocolate) and conversation on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month in room 1 at 9:15 am. Come 
join in the discussions of our every day life!  Feel free 
to bring a treat to share. 

Contact Mary Ann Dahlke at  
(815)455-2424 or lwyouth@sbcglobal.net. 

 
NEXT MEETING JANUARY 15TH, 2012 

Crossroads Confirmation 
 (6-8th grade) 

 
Crossroads Confirmation Classes are 
from 7:00pm – 8:30 pm. every 
Wednesday evening with exception to 
certain dates. Please view the 
Confirmation Calendar for more detailed 
dates.  Classes are filled with games, 
team building, “hands-on service events 
and just spending time with God. (no 
class 12/21,12/28 or 01/04. Classes 
resume 01/11/2012. 

God’s Groupies (Tween) 
Sunday School   

(5-6th grade) 

 5-6th graders meet to Feast on the Word and 
relate today’s lessons to everyday life.  

Sunday mornings at 9:15am 
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NEXT MEETING  
JANUARY 11TH, 2012 
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This is an experience for men where hearts and souls can be strengthened by the call of 
Christ. It is sponsored by Lutheran Men in Mission.  Over 100 men have attended a 
OYTL in Wisconsin since 2009.  Many have found it to be a spiritual and life impacting 
experience, different from any other retreats or conferences they have attended before.  
 
The One Year to Live Retreat video testimonies, promotional, scholarship and registration 
information is available at www.lutheranmen.org  Events/One Year to Live page.   Space is 
limited. Register ASAP to ensure your spot.  The $195 registration fee includes lodging, 
meals and retreat materials. Commitment to attend from Friday 5:30pm to closing on 
Sunday at 3:00pm is required. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mark Naumowicz 847 458-8672, Jim 
Schieble 920 763-3433, or Lon Buss 608 516-7875.   

Men of Living Waters, join us for lunch on January 22nd following the 10:30 
service.  Food will be provided by the Men’s Ministry Team.  We will be dis-
cussion upcoming events and sharing our experience with the One Year to 
Live Retreat.  �One Year to Live" is a retreat followed up by small groups, 

that encourages men to seriously look at their lives, make 
significant decisions about their spiritual journey, and work 
with other men to hold one another accountable for those 
decisions. One Year to Live is an opportunity for men to ex-
plore the difference their Christian faith can make in their 
lives as they relate to families, people at work and others in 
the Christian community.  All men are welcome.�

�

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mark 
Naumowicz 847 458-8672, or John Conway 815 814-1469. 
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Between worship services, Adult Forum is an invitation to a "feast." We're going to try a new curriculum called 
"Feasting on the Word." We'll gather around the table in Room 2 to explore the day's Gospel lesson, featuring 
parables--the surprising stories Jesus told as a memorable teaching method. Expect to find friendly faces, great 
conversation, and spiritual insights from opening the Bible together. If you have children or grandchildren in 
Sunday school, this will also be a wonderful chance to make faith a part of your family conversation, because 
we'll be studying the same stories as they are, just on an adult level. Questions? Contact Karen 
Schenkenfelder (815-444-0778). 

��������������	����������
Folks who enjoy good company, fresh ideas, and friendly conversation are invited to meet at the 
Schenkenfelders' home on the third Friday of the month. We're going to be reading and discussing a chapter a 
month from Krista Tippett's book Einstein's God: Conversations about Science and the Human Spirit, a collection 
of interviews of brilliant and fascinating people who work in many disciplines. To learn more and/or order a copy 
of the book ($12 including shipping). Contact Karen Schenkenfelder (815-444-0778) or Susan Peterson (815-
444-0865) 

 ������������!����� �
Would you like to grow deeper, spiritually speaking? A few of us have been meeting over lunch at Susan 
Peterson's house to trade stories, pray for each other, and react to ideas from people who've 
experienced closeness to God. This fall, we're going to meet at noon on the second Thursday of each 
month and read Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for All That Is by Joan Chittister and Rowan Williams. These 
writers have the provocative idea that we can praise God in all our situations, even sickness, conflict, 
doubt, and wealth. If you're interested in the group, please contact Susan Peterson (815-444-0865).  
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We have distributed 71 prayer shawls in total.  The people 
involved in the knitting and crocheting of the shawls, and those 
who have donated yarn, note stationery, and bags have 
received the greater blessing in knowing the comfort, peace, 
and healing that was brought to those who have received these 
shawls.  God has faithfully blessed this ministry.  Anyone 
interested in becoming part of this group is welcomed to 
participate.  It is not necessary to attend our once a month 
gathering.  Any questions or needs please contact Larie 
McKeever or Dolores Wrublik. 

����	���
Do you enjoy meeting new people? Living Waters is looking for 
people who are willing to call on first-time visitors to our church 
(Muggers). You will deliver a mug filled with goodies and 
information about our church to the visitor. The information will be 
emailed to you, and the mugs are already filled and ready to go at 
the church office. You will be assigned on a rotating basis so this 
isn’t something you will do every week, or even every month. 
Please put your name on the sign-up sheet in the lobby, or let the 
office know if you are interested. 
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Mark your calendars now! VBS will be held June 25-29.  Yes JUNE! Like this past year, VBS will be an 
evening dinner and learning schedule.  More details will follow, but for now, take note of the dates and 
times.  
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Date 10:30am 
January 1 Emily 

January 8 Erin 

January 15 Dylan 

January 22 Lucas 

January 29 Josh 

Date Setup Cleanup 
January 1 Seeman Brown 

January 8 Chauncey Tanner 

January 15 Ruzanski Conway 

January 22 Martin Reis 

January 29 Tanner Crement 
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Date 8:15am Service  10:30am Service  

January 1 One service Krystina Iwachniuk 

January 8 Joan Chauncey 

Ginny Klopfenstein 

Diane Sundberg 

Krystina Iwachniuk 

January 15 Dorthea Seemann 

Joan Miller 

Anne Brown 

Terri Brent 

January 22 Dorthea Seemann 

Joan Chauncey 

Ann Grimshaw 

Krystina Iwachniuk 

January 29 Joan Miller 

Ginny Klopfenstein 

Larie McKeever 

Terri Brent 
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Please inform office at lwsecretary@sbcglobal.net of 
prayer concerns & prayers of thanks. If there is 
hospitalization or outpatient procedures, please email or 
call the church office so Pastor & the Prayer Chain can 
pray for you. Prayer concerns this past month:  
�� Shut-Ins - Bea Forner (Dave Forner’s mom @ 

Hearthstone),  Elaine Stocker (Debbie Duggan’s mom @ 
The Lutheran Home), Stella Oleksy (Mary Ann Dahlke’s 
aunt @ Autumn Leaves) 
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